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SEN. ANDREW MAYNARD :  
 
Still time to preserve  
 
- Southeastern Connecticut can avoid the fate of the southwestern part of 
the state, Maynard tells the Stonington Land Trust .  
 
Sun Staff Writer  
 
STONINGTON - The best thing the Connecticut legislature did this 
session, according to state Sen. Andrew Maynard , D-18th District, was 
defend the Community Investment Fund from being invaded to help the 
budget.  
 
The money from the fund comes from a fee - "some would say a 
tax," Maynard said - people pay whenever they file a land record in their 
town hall. The fee is $30, with $3 going to the town for processing and the 
other $27 going to Hartford. The money is used to pay for preservation of 
open space, farms and historic places, and affordable housing.  
 
"It's done incredibly well," he said. "It takes good causes out of the political 
rough and tumble."  
 
Maynard was speaking at the third annual meeting of 
the Stonington Land Trust , held Monday evening on a sunny porch 
overlooking the water at the Wadawanuck Club in Stonington Borough. 
He spoke to more than 50 people, representing the nearly 200 individual 
and family memberships in the land trust , on what the state can do to 
help towns preserve open space.  
 
Maynard said some in Hartford were looking "in every nook and cranny" 
for money to use to balance the budget. This fund, which he said has been 
used in more than 130 towns since its inception in 2005, was defended 
and eventually spared.  
 
"If you go down that road, you're never coming back," he said.  
 
Maynard also pointed out the benefits of preserving open space, and 
noted that southeastern Connecticut is a much less congested place to live 



than southwestern Connecticut.  
 
"We've still got time up here to preserve the landscape and quality of life," 
he said.  
 
David Sutherland, director of government relations for The Nature 
Conservancy's Connecticut chapter, also spoke to the land trust. 
Sutherland told the crowd that land preservation has seemed like a 
gamble in the past, but he believed it has always paid off in the end.  
 
Rocky Neck State Park in East Lyme, he said, was acquired in 1931 at the 
height of the Great Depression. He said legislators balked at what was 
then a high price for undeveloped land .  
 
Hammonasset State Park in Madison was also purchased during a tight 
budget year, he said.  
 
"I can't imagine a weekend in Connecticut without Hammonasset, Rocky 
Neck, and some of our other parks," he said. "Previous generations have 
done their part."  
 
Sutherland also said the debate on whether or not properties owned 
by land trusts should be taxed continues to play out.  
 
"Town assessors have become more aggressive, shall we say," he 
explained. "They've gotten increasingly aggressive with nonprofits in 
general."  
 
Stonington 's First Selectman Edward Haberek Jr. said the tax status 
of land trust properties in Stonington has yet to be determined. 
The Stonington Land Trust owns one 32acre parcel and has an 
easement on another 148 acres. Both of those properties were acquired 
this year, and Haberek said they are still in the process of being 
appraised.  
 
Once the appraisals are complete, voters at a future town meeting will 
decide if the property should be tax-exempt.  
 
Sutherland also stressed the importance of local conservation groups to 
preserving open space.  
 
"Groups like yours are really, really critical," he said. "It's so crucial to have 
networks of people around the state who know theirland really well." 



 
 
	  


